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BASICS  

• Martin Luther King, Jr. (January 15, 1929 

– April 4, 1968) was an American pastor, 

activist, humanitarian, and leader in the 

African-American Civil Rights Movement. 

He is best known for his role in the 

advancement of civil rights using 

nonviolent civil disobedience based on his 

Christian beliefs. 



• He was born Michael 

King, but his father 

changed his name in 

honor of German 

reformer Martin 

Luther. 



LIFE AND EDUCATION 

• Martin Luther King, Jr. 

was born on January 

15, 1929, in Atlanta, 

Georgia. 



• Martin, Jr., was a 
middle child, between 
an older sister, Willie 
Christine King, and a 
younger brother, 
Alfred Daniel Williams 
King. King sang with 
his church choir at the 
1939 Atlanta premiere 
of the movie Gone 
with the Wind. 



STUDIES 

• King then began doctoral 

studies in systematic 

theology at Boston 

University and received 

his Ph.D. degree on June 

5, 1955, with a 

dissertation on "A 

Comparison of the 

Conceptions of God in 

the Thinking of Paul 

Tillich and Henry Nelson 

Wieman".  



OBJECTIVES 

• Kings objective was 

to make black 

peoples rights as 

equal as white 

peoples rights. 



• In 1957 he was elected 
president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference, an 
organization formed to 
provide new leadership 
for the now burgeoning 
civil rights movement. 
The ideals for this 
organization he took from 
Christianity; its 
operational techniques 
from Gandhi. 



• At the age of thirty-five, 

Martin Luther King, Jr., 

was the youngest man to 

have received the Nobel 

Peace Prize. When 

notified of his selection, 

he announced that he 

would turn over the prize 

money of $54,123 to the 

furtherance of the civil 

rights movement. 



• At 6:01 p.m. on April 4, 1968, civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. was hit by a sniper's 

bullet. King had been standing on 

the balcony in front of his room at 

the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, 

Tennessee, when, without 

warning, he was shot. 



• Violence and controversy 
followed. In outrage of the 
murder, many blacks took to 
the streets across the United 
States in a massive wave of 
riots. The FBI investigated the 
crime, but many believed them 
partially or fully responsible for 
the assassination. An escaped 
convict by the name of James 
Earl Ray was arrested, but 
many people, including some 
of Martin Luther King Jr.'s own 
family, believe he was 
innocent. 
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